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The inclusion of any advertisement  in this   publication does 
not constitute an endorsement of any of the advertisers or 
their services by the School Board of Manatee County. 

 

 

Prohibition of  
Discrimination 

 

No employee, student, applicant for admission or   
applicant for employment, volunteer, vendor, or    
member of the public, shall, on the basis of race, 
color, national origin, sex, disability, marital status, 
age, religion, or any other basis prohibited by law, be 
excluded from participation in, be denied the benefits 
of or be subjected to discrimination or harassment 
under any educational programs, activities, services, 
or in any employment conditions, policies or  practices 
conducted by the Manatee County Public School    
System. 

 
Any employee, student, applicant for admissions, or 
applicant for employment, volunteer, vendor, or   
member of the public who believes he/she has been     
discriminated against or has been harassed by an 
employee, student, or other third party who is subject 
to control of the School Board, is encouraged to use 
the appropriate grievance procedures set forth in this 
policy.  Please forward complaints to: 
 

Darcy Hopko, Executive Director 
Human Resources  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“I would like to take this opportunity to thank Doug Wagner, Trish Litton and the ACT Department for the continual support 
and encouragement for all ACT teachers.  This is my first year as an ACT teacher and CTSO adviser and, without them, this 
transition would have been much harder.  Trish and Doug go above and beyond to help their teachers and staff make dreams 
come true for the students in the district who participate in CTSO’s and Career &Technical courses.  In addition, they help 
teachers from across the country improve their technology, curriculum and overall effectiveness.  Again, I would like to say 
thank you for all that you do .. you are greatly appreciated!” 

Submitted by Laura B. Gonzales, Business Technology Teacher, Lincoln Middle School 
 

 
“Thanks to Joe Eubanks!  He is so much more than our Building Manager at the School Support Center; he is a man with 
a caring, generous heart and spirit.  He helps anyone … at any time … with anything they need.  He is always ready and     
willing to find a solution.  Joe is not only an asset to our building, but also to the district and the community.  Thanks, Joe, for 
all you do!  It does not go unnoticed!” 

Submitted by Maggie Villasenor, Assistant to Joanne McFarlin, Early Learning Coordinator 
 
 

“I just have to tell ya … the staff of repair techs we have in the Mechanical Division are the best around.  So many times 
throughout the year, we encounter equipment problems, and they are very timely in getting the repairs done quickly and      
efficiently with little or no down time.  Kudos to them and also Margie who takes the emergency repair calls!  She is very 
pleasant.” 

Submitted by Brian Schultz, Cafeteria Manager, Braden River High School 

 CORE VALUE IN ACTION: 
Individuals are responsible for  

their choices and actions. 
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There’s no doubt this school year has seen its share of significant change and 
challenges. 
 
We said goodbye to Superintendent Dr. Roger Dearing in January after five 
years of service to Manatee County and you welcomed me as his replacement. 
We worked together and with our community to make $30 million in budget cuts 
for this school year, and we lobbied our legislators to provide adequate           
educational funding for future years. Thankfully, the legislature and the Federal 
Government responded to our concerns and provided us with some badly 
needed assets and tools to lessen the impact of future cuts. 
 
Despite the change and challenges, I continue to be impressed by the level of 
professionalism and commitment on display on a daily basis in our classrooms, 
schools and support sites. Regardless of the circumstances surrounding our 
schools (whether it’s a temporary lockdown of a specific school or a nationwide 
swine flu scare) you continue to provide the young people of Manatee County 
with a high-quality educational experience. 
 
Your hard work is reflected in the remarkable achievements attained by our    
students. Whether it’s Manatee Technical Institute annually dominating the      
National SkillsUSA competition, or local middle and high school students      
sweeping the state awards at the Annual Florida Technology Student              
Association, or two of our middle school students earning a trip to the National 
History Fair in June – the list of Manatee County students excelling in different fields is long and impressive. 
 
Take comfort in the fact that we are committed to working closely together with all of our stakeholders to overcome the fiscal   
challenges we face, as evidenced by the tentative agreement recently reached collaboratively between the district and the    
Manatee Education Association. 
 
Now the summer is upon us and I hope each of you takes time to rest and enjoy your family. Relax and recharge your batteries 
so that you can come back in August ready to inspire our students with a passion for learning, empowering them to     
pursue their dreams confidently and creatively while contributing to our community, nation and world. 
 
Thanks for all you do and have a great summer! 
 
 

Tim McGonegal 
Superintendent, Manatee County Schools 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
“Please join me in extending congratulations to Verdya Bradley for completing the requirements 
for her Doctorate in Education from Argosy University.  Dr. Bradley’s dissertation was on The    
Relationship Between Standardized Test Scores and Instructional Decisions.   
 
Huge accomplishment!  Great work.” 
 
 
Submitted by Dr. Louis Robison, Executive Director, School Improvement & Accountability 

CORE VALUE IN ACTION: 
Lifelong learning is essential for 
individuals and communities to 

flourish. 

Superintendent Tim McGonegal  
at the New Teacher Celebration 
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 TAKE STOCK IN CHILDREN ANNOUNCES 25 NEW  
SCHOLARS SELECTED TO PARTICIPATE IN THE        

MENTOR AND COLLEGE SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM 
 
 
Twenty five new students will join the Take Stock in Children program on Monday, May 18th at the 
Manatee County School Board.   
      
Take Stock in Children is a mentor and college scholarship program for income-eligible students.  
Students are accepted as early as the sixth grade through an application process. Once the student 
is selected, the student along with their parent or guardian, sign a performance contract committing 
to good grades and behavior, remaining drug-free and crime-free and, most importantly, to meet 
with a mentor for 30 minutes per week, every week during the school year on the school campus. 
Upon graduation, as long as the student has maintained their agreement, they receive a 4-year    
college scholarship. The Take Stock in Children program has a 96% success rate of keeping    
students in school, receiving their diploma, attending college and entering the workforce. 

 
Mentors are needed for the incoming students.  A volunteer mentor application is available on our website at          
takestockmanatee.com.  Our mentors meet with students for 30 minutes per week on the school campus, during the school 
year. Orientation and training are provided, along with ongoing mentor and student support.  Please contact Sara Gold to join 
our mentor team of nearly 200 volunteer mentors.  Make a difference that will last a lifetime. 
 
 
 PLEASE CONTACT:   

 
Diana Dill, Program Director (941) 751-7012 ext. # 2047   DianaDill@manateeschools.net 

            Mentor Coordinator, Sara Gold (941)751-7012 ext. #2080   GoldS@manateeschools.net 
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May/June Grant Opportunities 
By Dr. Ron Hirst, Grants Resource Specialist 

 
The Calypso School First Foundation is awarding wireless microphone sound-field reinforcement equipment to K-12 
schools. Deadline June 5, 2009. Contact:  http://www.calypsosystems.com/be heard. 
 
Samsung is awarding Samsung 850dx cameras to K-12 teachers. Deadline: June 15, 2009.  
Contact: http://www.samsunggrants.com/ 
 
The Reading Pen Group is awarding $1,000 worth of reading pens and support to schools.  
Deadline: none. Contact: http//:www.readingpen.com/learn/educators.htm 
 
Conoco Phillips is offering FREE videos and guides for Math, Science and Others. Deadline: none.  
Contact: http://teachingtools.com 
 
The Charles and Anne Morrow Lindbergh Foundation provides grants of up to $10,580 to individuals to support a wide 
range of disciplines that support the Lindbergh’s’ vision of a balance between technology and the preservation of the natural/
human environment. Deadline June 10, 2009  Contact: http://ww.lindeberghfoundation.org/grants/index.php 
 
The National Gardening Association and Gardner’s Supply Company are awarding between $200 and $500 to  
PreK—12 teachers who use gardening programs that teach about nutrition and the issue of hunger in the United States.  
Deadline: October 15, 2009. Contact: http://www.kidsgardening.com/healthysprouts.asp 
 
HP & Scholastic will provide free lesson plans, activities and a poster for 4th -6th grade teachers on the topic of technology and 
the environment. Deadline: Rolling .Contact: http://www.hp.com/npinfolgrants/us/programs/techloop.html 
 
The Literacy Empowerment Foundation will provide free books for pre-K-2 classrooms if the school will pay for shipping. 
Deadline: ongoing. Contact: http://www.lefbooks.org/reading_resource_projects/ 
 
The RGK Education Grant Program gives up to $25,000 to K-12 education programs. Deadline: ongoing.  
Contact: http://wwwrgkfoundation.org/ 
 
Free books for your K-2 students from Wilbooks. Deadline: Rolling.  
Contact: http://www.wilbooks.com/freebooks_app.php 
 
The Quest Foundation will provide a $500 grant for preK-12 education programs. Deadline: ongoing:  
Contact: http://www.quest.com/about/company/foundation.html 
 
Adopt a Classroom - up to $500 will be awarded for specific K-12 classrooms. Deadline: ongoing.  
Contact http://www.adoptaclassroom.com/ 
 
Free Books from the First Book National Book Bank. Deadline: rolling.  Contact: http:firstbook.org 
 
The Saucony Run for Good Foundation offers up to $10,000 for efforts to combat childhood obesity through running        
programs. Deadline: June13, 2009.  Contact http://www.sauconyrunforgood.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Please find required district grant forms on the Federal      

Programs Web Site or on the Grant Connection 
(Manatee Shared Conferences).  

 
For questions or assistance contact:  
Dr. Ron Hirst at  708-8770 ext. 2016.  
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 FREEDOM ELEMENTARY INDUCTS  
NATIONAL ELEMENTARY  

HONOR SOCIETY STUDENTS 
 

 
Freedom Elementary is proud to announce that they held an Induction Ceremony for 
the National Elementary Honor Society on April 23.  Freedom has the honor of          
chartering the first chapter of the National Elementary Honor Society and is the only 
elementary school in the county to be recognized by this prestigious society. It is an 
honor for Freedom to be one of the founding chapters of the nation's newest student 
recognition program.  Only 300 elementary schools nationwide share in the distinction 
of being named founding  chapters of the newly launched National Elementary Honor 
Society.  
 
 

The National Elementary Honor Society (NEHS) is a school-based program recognizing outstanding elementary students and 
engaging them in the meaningful development of leadership skills and personal understanding of the value of service. This 
Honor Society is more than just honor roll. NEHS gives high-achieving students an opportunity to have an understanding of 
what it means to be a responsible student and citizen in our world today. In addition, NEHS provides information and          
resources to enhance the culture of achievement in the whole school; not merely the culture of a select few.   Students at 
Freedom have completed numerous service projects, including sponsoring a schoolwide food drive for the Salvation Army, 
making holiday cards for nursing home residents and holding a schoolwide fundraiser for the Make-a-Wish Foundation.  Their 
achievements  were featured on the cover of the May 2009 issue of the NEHS News.  
 
 
This organization promotes Scholarship, Responsibility, Leadership and Service.  The goal for the NEHS at Freedom           
Elementary is to motivate students to apply high standards of excellence in all they do in life.  The advisors of NEHS are    
Danielle DiPalma and Christa Rogalla.   
 



Heading 
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G.D. Rogers Garden  
Elementary School Set to 

Open Fall 2009 
Submitted by Wendy Herrera 

 
The time is coming near!! Rogers Garden             
Elementary will be opening its doors this fall and 
things are beginning to take shape for the new 
school.  For those of you who don’t know, the school 
is located at 515 13th Avenue West. We are            
basically in left field of McKechnie Field. What 
makes us unique is that we are a school with no   
attendance zone, so we are accepting students from 
all over Manatee County. So far the school has    
enrolled approximately 200 students. We are      
looking for 150 more to meet our projection. 
 
This school is less than 2 minutes away from       
anything downtown and is a perfect location for     
parents who work downtown to send their children.  
What also makes us unique is that we are school of 
environmental stewardship, leadership and service.  
We will be a green school, complete with a recycling program, outdoor classroom, vegetable garden, butterfly garden and much, 
much more.  We are also a USF Professional Development school and will have a partnership with the university in training 
new teachers.   
 
Please visit our website for more information:  http://www.schools.manatee.k12.fl.us/831ROGARWEB/introduction/. 
 
 
Save the Planet!! Get your grocery bags now!! 
Be the first to get your Rogers Garden "green" grocery bags and help save the planet the next time you go to the grocery 
store. The bags are actually beige with our school logo and a couple of sponsor logos. These bags will help save the environment 
while promoting our school.  We are selling the bags for $2.00 each. You can buy as many as you like.  They are large and carry 

a lot.  The money will be used to help us open the school.     
 
Just send me the money (check is the best) made out to 
Rogers Garden Elementary through the courier to SSC and 
we'll send you the bags right away!  Thanks so much for your 
support!!!! 

 

G.D. Rogers Garden Leadership Team: Standing, Left to Right:  Marie Byrd-Blake 
(USF), Nicole Presha (Braden River ES), Billie-Joe Fintel (Samoset), Wendy 
Herrera (Principal), Rhonda Meinhardt (Orange Ridge), Mike Adams (Orange 
Ridge) and Erik Barbon (Bayshore HS).  Kneeling, Left to Right:  Sarah Mitchell 
(Johnson), Anita Ellis (Orange Ridge), Terri Rodhe (Orange Ridge), Katie Cooper 
(Registrar), and Tomacita Rivera (Senior Secretary.) 

Did you know? 
 
♦ According to The Wall Street Journal, the U.S. goes 
through 100 billion plastic shopping bags annually. 
(Estimated cost to retailers is $4 billion) 
 
♦ Hundreds of thousands of sea turtles, whales and other 
marine mammals die every year from eating discarded 
plastic bags mistaken for food. 
 
♦ Plastic bags don't biodegrade, they photodegrade ... 
breaking down into smaller and smaller toxic bits,         
contaminating soil and waterways and entering the food 
web when animals accidentally ingest. 
 
♦ Plastic bags are among the 12 items of debris most often 
found in coastal cleanups, according to the nonprofit    
Center for Marine Conservation. 
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Dropout Prevention and Truancy Impact on Survey 5 Data 
Submitted by Gregg Pead 

 
People do not realize that dropout prevention affects the graduation rate. By the same token, truancy or school attendance    
affects FTE survey data. Both are important. Dropout Prevention staff and Truancy staff are committed to getting the job done. If 
your school needs help, call Gina Zadra at 708-8770 ext. 2071 for Dropout Prevention and  Terry Secret at 708-8770 ext. 
2063 for Truancy. Below is a list of Survey 5 Data requirements: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These elements reflect the survey data for the entire year. 
 
Will your FTE Survey Data Team have all the data ready for the registrar on June 2, 2009? Begin now to make a plan to have all 
the data ready by that time. Remember, our goal is to be perfect! 

Dropout Prevention                             Student Attendance 
Discipline                                                Environment Safety 
DJJ Student Entry                                   DJJ Student Exit 
Exceptional Student                                Exceptional Student Program 
Student Course Transcript                      Student Demographic 
Vocational Student Course                     Vocational Teacher  

DROPOUT PREVENTION AND TRUANCY STAFF  
Front row, from left:  Steve Wigginton, Alejandra Thiesing, Mike McCann, Barbara 
Logue, Terry Secret and Israel Rivers. (Not pictured, Melanie Nichols.) 
Back row, from left:  Gina Zadra, Joan Tomeo, Brigid Stockner and Glen Dallman. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“KUDOS to Lynn Jackovich, the district’s Blue Cross Blue Shield on-site representative.  I have had to call Lynn on numerous 
occasions regarding some medical billing issues.  She has always taken great interest in assisting and resolving the problems 
in a professional and timely manner.  Thank you, Lynn.  It has been a great relief having you on board. You truly have value, 
not only by saving me a bundle on medical billing mistakes, but because you are a valuable asset to our district.” 

Submitted by Gina Zedra, Support and Intervention Services 
 
 

“I could not agree more.  Lynn is a wonderful and effective advocate with a “can do” attitude.  She always helps solve some 
very daunting, serious problems associated with the cost of getting sick.  Lynn was an invaluable asset to me when I was ill for 
a year. Her interventions and problem-solving relieved a great deal of pressure and stress.  Bravo, Lynn, and thank you. 

Submitted by Helen Birakis, Intensive Reading/Critical Thinking, Nolan Middle School 
 

 CORE VALUE IN ACTION: 
Individuals are responsible for  

their choices and actions. 



Place your message here. F or maximum i mpact,  use two or thr ee sentences. 
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ISRAEL RIVERA AND LIZ BORIA’S DAUGHTER 
SPEAKS WITH FIRST LADY MICHELLE OBAMA 
First Lady Michelle Obama sits with Jeanette Riveria Boria, 
who spoke on May 7 about working while caring for her sick 
mother during the annual meeting of Corporate Voices for 
Working Families in Washington. Jeanette’s father Israel 
Rivera works in Dropout Prevention and her mother Liz 
Boria teaches at  Lincoln Middle School. 
 
The First Lady addressed the gathering on how businesses 
can improve the quality of life for families by helping balance 
the    demands of home and the workplace. 
        
 
 
 
SOUTHEAST HIGH’S ENVIROTHON TEAM PLACES 6th AT 2009 FLORIDA STATE ENVIRONOTHON  
Southeast High School’s Envirothon team, The Craiginators – Sultans of Science, placed 6th at the 2009 Florida Envirothon 
which was held at Hillsborough River State Park in Thonotosassa, FL on April 25th.  Twenty-four student teams from around the 
state competed in the areas of forestry, soils, wildlife, aquatics and this year’s current issue, biodiversity.  The Craiginators, led 
by teacher and advisor Steven Craig, qualified to compete at the state level by placing first at the 2009 Manasota Regional     
Envirothon.  This group of five students tied for first place in the wildlife section, tied for second place in this year’s current topic 
of biodiversity, and tied for third place in the forestry section.  
 
 
  
JOHNSON MIDDLE  FIRST TO RECEIVE A “PANAMA CANAL MUSEUM IN A TRUNK” 
Donated by the Port Manatee Propeller Club, the Panama Canal Museum in Seminole, Florida recently presented a “Museum 
in a Trunk” to Johnson Middle School.  The trunk contained a host of learning materials about the Panama Canal and other        
relevant areas of study, including books, DVD’s, PowerPoint presentations, artifacts and lesson plan activities for students from 
elementary through high school.  The materials are designed to allow teachers to do more in-depth presentations on the        
Panama Canal and to foster discussions in science, math, engineering and social studies.  The lessons are written to meet the 
Sunshine State Standards.  Johnson is the first school to utilize the educational materials and then the trunk will be routed to 
other schools. 
 
 
TSA STUDENTS SWEEP STATE AT TECHNOLOGY STUDENT ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE 
The district’s TSA students recently returned from Orlando after sweeping the state at the Annual Technology Student        
Association (TSA) Conference.  Southeast High won the coveted First Place Overall High School in Florida and Lakewood 
Ranch High took Second Place Overall High School honors.  Haile Middle School finished Third Place Overall Middle 
School. This is the first time in seven years that a Manatee District school has been on top.  A total of 225 of our students won a 
record number of awards after three days of competing against more than 900 of the state’s top technology students.  Eight of 
the     district’s middle schools including Buffalo Creek, Braden River, Haile, Harllee, Johnson, Lincoln, Nolan and Sugg 
Middle Schools and four high schools, including Braden River, Lakewood Ranch, Manatee and Southeast were represented.        
Students competed in a total of 74 events ranging from Robotics and Cyberspace Pursuit to Structural Engineering, offered 
over 3 days of competition.  When the results were in, Manatee’s students grabbed a total of 86 Top Three finishes with an 
unprecedented number of more than 607 Top Ten student finishes among the 12 schools.  In addition, Lakewood Ranch 
High and Haile Middle School won second place in “TSA Spirit Awards.”  Southeast High and Braden River High’s 
“Formula One In Schools” Racing Teams won Top Awards, qualifying them for national 
and international competitions.  Manatee’s First Place finishers have earned a trip to the 
TSA National Convention in Denver, Colorado in June, where they will compete against top 
students from across the nation. 
 

(AP photo/J. Scott Applewhite) 
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WILLIAMS ELEMENTARY KINDERGARTEN STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT THE “OLDEN DAYS” 
Kindergartners at Williams Elementary recently enjoyed “Olden Days,” a program sponsored by Tin Cup Adventures.  Tin Cup 
travels the country as an “in-school field trip”, teaching children about how things were in the 1800’s.  The students participated 
in hands-on activities such as rolling dough, mashing corn, panning for gold, making jewelry and wool, hand-washing clothes  
and shaving.  They were also able to make items to take home. 
 
 
 
“OPERATION PROM” STRESSED IMPORTANCE OF MAKING PROM NIGHT SAFE DECISIONS 
The importance of making safe decisions was the focus of “Operation Prom” during a recent pre-prom assembly for juniors and  
seniors at Bayshore High School.  Held in the school’s football stadium, the assembly was sponsored by the Emergency            
Medical Club of the Lake Erie College of Osteopathic Medicine (LECOM) in Lakewood Ranch.  It included a simulated fatal 
car crash and a speaker from Mothers Against Drunk Driving (MADD.)  
 
 
 
“JOURNEY THROUGH AFRICA” BRINGS GEOGRAPHY TO LIFE AT ONECO ELEMENTARY 
Students at Oneco Elementary recently took a “Journey Through Africa” in the school’s cafeteria.  The journey revolved around 
a 41” x 39” map of the African Continent that was provided by the National Geographic’s Education Outreach Program and 
the Florida Geographic Alliance.  Students received a passport and travelled between various tables where information was        
provided about the food, dress, language, animals and more in the countries of Morocco, Madagascar, Kenya, Cameron, Egypt, 
Nigeria and Botswana. 
 
 
 
BRADEN RIVER HIGH STUDENTS TEACH NEIGHBORS NEW SKILLS AT TECH BOOT CAMP 
Eleven Advanced Business Software students from Braden River High School recently held a “Tech Boot Camp” for residents 
of the Horseshoe Cove RV Resort.  The students helped the residents learn skills such as producing digital photos and putting 
together electronic video presentations.  The Manatee Education Foundation provided funds for portable technology equipment 
and Braden River High provided computer equipment and software in its business laboratories. 
 
 
 
STUDENTS FROM BAYSHORE HIGH’S BUSINESS ACADEMY VISIT NEW YORK CITY 
The Bayshore Business Academy recently completed its fifth annual out of state trip for its students when 18 of them visited 
New York city.  While there, the students took a behind-the-scenes look at Macy’s department store, toured the Empire State 
Building, Statue of Liberty and Ellis Island.  They also saw “Shrek the Musical” and attended a New York Knicks game. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
“We in Food Service are truly grateful to have Stacey Greene from  Printing Services as part of our team.  She has been a 
great help to us when we needed help with bulletin boards and poster designs.  We gave her some ideas and she used some of 
her own ideas to create wonderful posters for us.  She also helped with our Menu Magic Lunch Menus for the schools.  Our    
requests are handled expeditiously and always with a smile.  Thanks a lot, Stacey!  We are glad that you and the other Printing 
Services staff members are at the Professional Support Center now. 
 

Submitted by Elzy Garcia, Administrative Secretary, Food & Nutrition Services 

 CORE VALUE IN ACTION: 
Individuals are responsible for  

their choices and actions. 



How could she have known when she came to Manatee County Schools more than 30 years ago 
as a volunteer that she was destined to become the Employee Benefits Coordinator for the district?  Well, the School 
District of Manatee County is certainly fortunate that Brenda Osborne never backs away from a challenge.  

  
When Brenda returned to the workforce on November 27, 1978, she was nervous and recently 
said that when she saw a picture of herself she laughed at the young, frightened “girl” in the   
picture.  
 
Brenda began her “paying” career with the district as a clerical assistant at Palma Sola       
Elementary, and the following school year she moved to Prine Elementary where both her 
sons attended. In 1984, she transferred to the Personnel Department as a Personnel       
Assistant. Brenda has shared more than one fond story of those days being in the old       
Administration building and the challenges that working in a decaying building presented.  
 
Brenda’s next chapter began in 1987, when the position of an Insurance Specialist was created 
in Risk Management Department due to the growth of the system.  When you hear the word 

CREATED, it was not just the position, it was everything that goes with insurance for the district.  Even though her 
office was nothing more than a desk in the hallway, Brenda was not deterred, spending many hours reading and    
researching to learn what was legal, what would benefit our employees, etc. Never one to be satisfied with just    
knowing something, Brenda is one who understands the details of what it takes to provide good insurance benefits 
for our employees.  It’s not just a job; it’s her passion to make sure everyone is helped and their problems solved.   
 
In 2006, Brenda was made the Employee Benefits Coordinator, a very much deserved promotion. She once said, “I 
have learned that happiness comes from within and you can secure a measure of happiness by simply being 
kind to people.”  Brenda emphasizes “customer service” to all of her staff with the expectation that each person who 
walks in the door or calls on the phone should be treated with the utmost respect and assurance that their issues will 
be handled quickly and professionally. 
 
Brenda promised herself that when her first grandchild turned ten it would be time for her to retire.  So her first     
grandson Noah turned ten on May 4, 2009 and we believe that he reminded her last year that she did promise to   
retire.  A woman of her word, she has planned many exciting hours with her now three grandchildren — Noah, Jack, 
and Brighton — who will certainly fill the hours that are normally spent here at the school district. 
 
For the person you are and for all you’ve done, thank you for almost 31 years of dedicated service.  You will be 

missed more than you know and we won’t say Goodbye … just “See you later.”  
 

Submitted by the Risk Management Department 
 

HOW CAN WE SAY THANK YOU & GOODBYE! 

 
 
 

Kids recently ran to promote health at the elementary schools. Twenty-two 
schools participated with about 580 students.  The recent track meet at Braden 
River High School provided an avenue for physical activity. It’s an annual 
event that runs with the help of many volunteers. 
 
Manasota Elks, along with Children’s Therapy Solutions, teamed up to     
co-sponsor this event. The tremendous turnout presented the youngsters a 
chance to show off their talents in front of a large crowd of about 2,500         
spectators. The Elks had their Drug Awareness Wagon on hand to help        
educate parents on Drugs and Kids.  Handouts helped parents to talk with their 
child about alcohol, tobacco and drugs. 
 

Submitted by Patrick Gallagher, Energy & Recycling Specialist 

CORE VALUE IN ACTION: 
All people have value and can add value. 

MANASOTA ELKS TRACK 
MEET A HUGE SUCCESS  
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Happenings in Food and Nutrition Services 
 
During the week of April 13-17, 2009, six schools were chosen by the Florida Department of Education for the Coordinated 
Review Effort (CRE Audit).  There are eight areas that the schools are evaluated on and this review is done once every 5 years.  
The schools that were chosen this year were Miller Elementary, Oneco Elementary, Orange Ridge Elementary, Tara        
Elementary, Kinnan Elementary and Southeast High.  We are very proud to announce that we passed!  This took a lot of   
effort from everyone at the school level and the staff at the district office as well.  Congratulations to all on a job WELL DONE!!!! 
 
Plans are well under way for this year’s Summer Feeding program.  Starting June 8th, there will be 18 sites across the county 
that will be open for any child, age 18 and under, in Manatee County to come by and get a free breakfast and/or lunch.  Manatee 
County Government is partnering with us to feed 26 of their summer program sites as well.  For more information on these       
programs, please call 751-6550 ext 2000.  The Summer Food Service Program is completely reimbursed by the US Department 
of Agriculture. 
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Please make your checks payable to: 
 

The Manatee Education Foundation 
 

And note that it is for: 
 

The Ardith L. Evans Scholarship Fund 
 

Forward your check to Missy Russo or Eris Boucher  
in Risk Management. 
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The Freedom and Democracy Program, Jessie P. Miller Elementary, and W.D. Sugg Middle are all the proud recipients of 
The National Endowment for the Humanities’ (NEH) new Picturing America initiative thanks to the winning applications     
submitted by Dr. Ron Hirst, Julia Garland and Brad Scarbrough.  Picturing America provides an innovative way for citizens 
of all ages to explore the history and character of America through some of our nation’s great works of art.  
 
As three of the over 56,000 schools and public libraries nationwide to receive the program, we now have access to this high 
quality, free resource that we will use to engage our students with discussions of our nation’s art, history, civics, literature and 
more!  
 
The images of people, places, and events illustrating American history give our students a chance to better understand our 
country’s past and its ideals.  What better way to see the courage of a great leader than through Emanuel Leutze’s Washington 
Crossing the Delaware?  How better to appreciate the power of American democracy than through Norman Rockwell’s        
Freedom of Speech?  These masterpieces are opening our students’ eyes to America’s 
rich history and culture while also providing an introduction to the broader world of the   
humanities. 
 
For more information on the program, you can visit the Picturing America Web site at: 
www.PicturingAmerica.neh.gov.  Feel free to peruse the site and check out the images 
and the great links included. Sit down with your kids and start conversations about the 
beautiful masterpieces!  To borrow these high-quality reproductions from the Freedom 
and Democracy Program, please contact Pam Hamad, TAH Project Director, at      
751-6550, ext. 2163 or at hamadp@manateeschools.net. 
 
Picturing America is distributed by the NEH in cooperation with the American Library        
Association (ALA).   
 
 

 Submitted by Pamela Hamad, Project Director, Teaching American History Grant 
 

Calling all Office Professionals 
 

The Manatee County Association of Educational Office       
Professionals (MCAEOP), will hold their Annual Banquet at Nicki’s on West 59th          
Restaurant at 6:30p.m. June 2, 2009.   
 
 
All office professionals in Manatee District Schools are invited to attend.  There will be a business      
meeting, dinner and installation of officers for the 2009-2010 year.  A Summer Surprise Gift Basket 
will be raffled off during the meeting.  This is an opportunity for district employees who work in an office     
setting to network and be involved in a dynamic organization that supports education in the district and 
in Manatee County.   
 
For information and reservations please call Connie Graves 708-8800 ext. 1142 or Tammy O’Neal 
751-6550 ext. 2069.  We look forward to seeing you there! 
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BALLARD FIFTH GRADERS GO FISHING 
 
Ballard Elementary 5th grade teacher Nicole Schmidt and her class have two 
new fishing friends, Al Saunders and Al Cini. Both gentlemen donated fishing 
poles to them and then took them fishing.  For some of the students, this was their 
first fishing pole and fishing trip. 
 
When Nicole met Al Saunders at the     
Cortez Seafood Festival this year, he was 
giving away fishing poles to children.  She 
told him she was teaching an all-boys 

class and mentioned that she would like fishing poles for them. He made two         
requests: the students had to write a short story about  why they wanted a fishing pole 
and they had to take their fishing pole home. Mr. Saunders didn’t think it was fair to 
teach children to fish without having their own fishing pole. 
 
Additionally, Nicole received a tour of Mr. Saunders’ shop, located in the back of a bait 
shop on Cortez Road and met his partner, Al Cini.  Mr. Cini explained to her that they 
take old rods and reels and recycle them into new fishing poles.  To date, they have 
donated 675 fishing poles. 
 
“They are both geniuses … they made the machines they use for making the rods,” 
Nicole said.  They even made her a fishing pole with purple accents. 
 
The Ballard 5th graders were very thankful to Mr. Saunders and Mr. Cini for the fishing 
poles and the exciting fishing trip! 
 
 

Submitted by Karen Roetker, Senior Secretary, Ballard Elementary School 
 

Teacher Nicole Schmidt with 
 Al Cini and Al Saunders. 


